THE McCREA NEWS
Celebrating 25 Years In Missions, 1995 - 2020!

www.ourlovingfather.com

Summer 2020

Food, Shelter and Dreams!
Dear Friends,
Lets talk about “Maria.” In Colombia there are lots of
Marias (Mary in English), thus it is our favourite pseudonym
for ladies when we cannot use real names.
In this case Maria is a young single mother. Like many
young mothers, Maria’s story is about young love... or
maybe just old fashioned loneliness, that led to two children
and a hand to mouth existence.

Maria loves her children and was working at a restaurant so
that she could provide food and education for them, but the
pandemic struck and she was quickly out of work - no social
safety net, no unemployment insurance and no savings.

While Maria cried in gratitude, the kids were physically
jumping up and down for joy when Pastor Wilson
presented them with 2 large bags of food - they had not eaten
more than scraps for several days.
While the faces are different, those same reactions have been
repeated hundreds of times on thousands of faces since we
began our Emergency Food Program in April.
Covid in Colombia is growing (presently by some 8000 new
cases daily) and has shut down many areas of the economy,
so we have been greatly privileged to touch part of the need.
Weekly, due the generosity of so
many of our friends, we are
supplying food to 100 - 150
families that would otherwise go
without. How long do we plan to
keep going? As long as the need is
there and the Lord supplies. We
told our pastor friends that we only
had enough funds to do one more
distribution... that was 7 weeks ago
and God is still faithful!
And the best news? So far our partnering churches have seen
at least 2 dozen people make a decision for Christ as a result
of the food program and ten have already been baptized!

She quickly got behind on her rent and in spite of a
presidential declaration that prohibited the action, her
landlord threw her and her 2 children out on the street.
Having no place to go and no
family, Maria (like Mary in the
Bible) soon found herself living in
a stable. Literally! A local farmer
took pity on her and the children,
allowing them to set up living
quarters in the area where he
keeps his stock.
It was in those conditions that our friend Pastor Wilson
found “Mary” and her kids; living in a stable and praying for
food to fill their empty shelves... and stomachs.

So how do you baptize people in a pandemic when you
believe in full immersion? You Improvise!

Project Refuge!

is opening for James. In a time where many students have no
summer job, he is employed and living with a wonderful
family that has taken him in as one of their own.
As for the rest of the Fam? We are based in London, ON for
the summer as we do some traveling to visit churches and
running our Colombian programs from here.
Our return to Bogota is scheduled for Sept 16th, shortly after
Colombia opens up its air space for the first time in months.

The Boy’s Home expansion has hit a major milestone. On
June 3rd the slab (roof) was poured and we are now getting
ready to finish out the 1st floor section by section - putting it
into use. Step 1 will be preparing the two new dormitories.

Our Next Dream? - A Project Called Beautiful

We hope that these will soon be used to house young
offenders. Presently, when young boys are waiting to be seen
by a judge, they are held in the moldy basement at city hall.
With the new rooms we can meet a big need in the town.
Afterwards, we will look to finish the community feeding
centre and offices. Soon hundreds of children and their
families will be able to receive a hot meal and workshops on
parenting, life skills and so much more!

In the town of Buena Vista (meaning good or beautiful view)
Pastor Oscar leads a small one room church of some 60
adults. Presently Sunday School is being held in the cramped
lobby of a nearby municipal office; possibly short term.
So instead of Plan B, which is the rock pile outside, we plan
to build a multi-room second floor for the Sunday School.
Eventually the church hopes to
purchase the adjoining lots and
expand the entire church, but
initially we hope to give the kids a
place to meet. The project has a
total cost of approx $18,000.00.

James has taken off! As of June 1st, James is now living
and working in Waterloo, ON as he prepares to start his
Geography & Aviation degree at the University of Waterloo
in Sept. As hard as the move has been emotionally, for all of
us, we are overwhelmed with gratitude at the doors that God

We have no idea how this is going to come together, or when,
but we know that the Dream Giver is more than able.
Until Next Time!
Darren, Patty, James & Darien

Just as Jesus had a group of people who sustained Him (Luke 8:1-3), we also depend on God’s provision as
expressed through the Body of Christ. Please partner with us through your giving!
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