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Celebrating 25 Years In Missions!!!Celebrating 25 Years In Missions!!!Celebrating 25 Years In Missions!!!Celebrating 25 Years In Missions!!!
 

Dear Friends,

May 02 1995, having been awake

for some 39 hours, because of

travel and nerves, I butted out my

last cigarette (one that I had

bummed off of a fellow

passenger) and prepared to land

in Colombia for the first time.

Yes, I had already been a

Christian for several years, but

smoking was my nemesis.

However, I had promised the

YWAM folk that I would arrive a

non smoker - even if it killed me.

And being that I was coming to serve for 3 months in a

violent country known for kidnapping and guerilla warfare,

I had already made my peace with Jesus - just in case! (

Maybe that last cigarette was my first miracle in missions;

it was certainly my first victory.

Who would have

thought that those 3

months in Colombia

would be the start of

2 5  y e a r s  i n

missions? I wasn’t

even sure that I

would make i t

through the first

couple of weeks!

Colombia was a very

different country back then: bombings, drug wars,

kidnappings & massacres were all daily occurrences. I

attended the memorial service for three missionaries killed

by the guerilla only 2 weeks after I arrived.

That was a long time ago and one of our greatest joys of

serving in missions is having seen the transformation and

progress of my adopted country; change in the nation and in

the people, especially in the children to whom we have

ministered. It is the fuel that propels us.

Patty is a Teacher, a highly specialized teacher.

With a couple of pauses for other endeavours, Patty has been

working with some of the most challenging children since

1993 - streetkids, children with learning disabilities and

training the teachers in how to work with these kids.

She has touched the lives of hundreds of kids from the most

difficult circumstances and seen some amazing victories. Last

week we ran into one of her former students...

Imagine growing up in a war zone. I am not talking about

a real war zone, rather a neighbourhood so violent and so run

down that there is virtually no difference.

The Cartucho (street of the bullet) was the area where Daniel

and his four siblings grew up. His mother, widowed after his

father was killed, did whatever work she could find to try and

survive in an area full of drugs, gangs, prostitution and

extreme violence.

When I say extreme, there was one time when one of our

street team members was threatened... with a hand grenade!!!



 Daniel with his wife and 3 children.

 Just as Jesus had a group of people who sustained Him (Luke 8:1-3), we also depend on God’s provision as

expressed through the Body of Christ.  Please partner with us through your giving!Please partner with us through your giving!Please partner with us through your giving!Please partner with us through your giving!
 

Canada: Make your cheque out to the: PAOC. Please include a

note mentioning the ministry of Darren & Patricia McCrea.
  

PAOC, 2450 Milltower Court

Mississauga, ON, L5N 5Z6

E-mail - darrenmccrea@aol.com

USA: Make your cheque out to: “RPEC.” Please enclose a

note mentioning the ministry of Darren & Patricia McCrea.
 

RPEC Int., 27758 Santa Margarita Parkway  #186 

Mission Viejo, CA. 92691
 

RPEC is the US office of the Canadian Assemblies of God (PAOC)

For Online Donations, Visit Our Website - www.ourlovingfather.com

Women Together visiting (and teaching) the

students of YWAM Bucaramanga.

One day Daniel and his family met

up with Julian, a fellow YWAM

missionary and began a process that

would change his family forever.

Soon they were attending a day

program, hearing about Jesus,

receiving meals and clothing.

Soon after Daniel and his siblings were taken into full time

ministry care and started attending the Light & Life School 

and where Patty was teaching and later became principal.

In time Daniel graduated, went to a regular school and later

on became a cabinetmaker. Then we lost touch, until one day

many years later when Patty and I ordered a new couches -

only to find out that it was Daniel and one of his brothers

that were building them!

Last week Patty and I were ministering in southern Bogota

with Mark and Val Hazzard, our PAOC Regional Directors

at a church that we had not visited in 18 years.

Suddenly who walks up to us, but Daniel, with his wife and

his 3 children! Imagine the emotion! Patty was his teacher

and I gave him his share of hugs and horseplay as a child,

but it was God that changed the future of his entire family.

Even as we mark 25 years of service, God was once

more showing us just a little of the fruit of our labour!

First Quarter Snapshot

What do get when you mix teams from two different

churches, throw in a visit by a group of ladies doing

Women’s Ministry and a short term volunteer?

February! Talk about wonderful chaos! For the first time in

25 years of teams, we hosted a group that was a fully hybrid

outreach from 2 churches - half from Brampton and half from

Lucan, Ontario. They joined forces to spend 10 days working

on the Refuge and ministering in several churches.

As part of outreach we also ministered for the first time in the

nearby town of Bella Vista, where we are now partnering

with a new Christian Crusade church. More details to come.

  

Lastly, we hosted a group of ladies from Women Together

Canada for conferences in 3 cities - all the time joined by

Luis, a volunteer visiting with us for a month from Toronto.

Until Next Time! Darren, Patty, James & Darien


